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Uniting the Arizona Church to Pray 

Non-Stop for Revival in

2008

The Vision…Simply Stated
The vision of AZ Pray is:
· To unite Arizona’s Church by establishing non-stop prayer coverage in Arizona for all of 2008
· To see revival come to Arizona
The Vision…Expanded
The Lord has offered His people forgiveness and healing. But there is a requirement on our part:
2 Chronicles 7:14-15—“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Our land is in need of healing, and we definitely need forgiveness. Hence, the call to prayer.
There are 52 weeks in a year. The vision of AZ Pray is to organize and equip 52 local prayer teams who will each cover 1 week of non-stop prayer in 2008.
Similar to the passing of the baton in a relay race, the “prayer torch” will be passed to a new prayer team each week. For each prayer team’s assigned week, they will cover all-day, all-night prayer from some pre-determined location… Our desire is to see 24-7 prayer happen in churches, hospitals, universities, daycares, airports, businesses, police stations, fire stations…
We long to see Arizona transformed as Arizonans are transformed. We long to see God’s Kingdom expand on the earth. We long to be so filled with the Holy Spirit that He would splash onto those around us, bringing healing and deliverance and restoration.  We long for Jesus.
Catching the Vision for Day and Night Prayer 

Do you wonder why there should be around-the-clock prayer in one place? In order for the AZ Pray initiative to be successful in your location, the vision for day and night prayer must be effectively communicated and the vision caught. We know it is the Lord’s heart to have day and night worship and prayer; it is a constant theme throughout the Bible. However, that was then, and this is now. For many throughout the body of Christ this is a fairly new concept to grasp.

We want to help lay a good foundation for why and how to participate in day-and-night worship and prayer, so here goes!

The Lord is Calling Us To
· Friendship

· John 15:15—“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 

· Bridal Intimacy

· Song of Solomon 2:10—“My lover spoke and said to me, ‘Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come with me.’”
· Unity

· The walls come down when we pray together across denominational, cultural and generational lines

· The outflow is unity and focus on Kingdom purposes

Why Day and Night?

· Leviticus 6:13—“The fire shall be burning continually upon the altar; it shall not go out.”

· Isaiah 62:6-7—“I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.” 

· Luke 18:6-8—“And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’”
Why Does it Have to be in One Place?

· Isaiah 66:1—“This is what the LORD says: ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?’”
Why Day and Night in One Place?

· 24-7 prayer is good, and prayer in one place is good. But put the two together, and a whole different dynamic explodes!

· Acts 2:1-4—“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 

F.A.Q.s of 24-7 Prayer 

Realize that we are only touching the tip of the iceberg in answering these questions, but we want to briefly address the most frequently asked questions that we have encountered as we have assisted in coordinating seasons of 24-7 prayer.
Q.
How do you pray for 24 hours?

A.  
Get creative with the time slots. Break a 24-hour day up into smaller time frames. This may be half-hour to two-hour time slots, depending on what feels comfortable for your church or ministry. You might want to consider longer time slots for the night hours.

 

Q. 
How can you make sure the prayer room is secure during the night hours?

A.
This can be handled in a variety of ways, but here are some suggestions:

· Have a security guard on duty

· Lock the room and have a keypad – giving out the code to those who are covering the late hours

· Contact your local police department and let them know that you are doing a prayer event. Ask them to keep an eye on the location. While you’re at it, ask how you can pray for them!

Q.
How do you handle covering the night hours?

A.
Consider having a youth or young adult lock-in. Set-up teams, making sure that you have appropriate gender ratios established. If you are setting up teams, identify a team leader who will be ultimately responsible for the prayer set. 

Q.
Do you have to sign up for a time slot?

A.
It is helpful to have people sign up so that you know where you have empty time slots. Bear in mind you will not usually have your schedule completed prior to the event. Keep the sign-up sheet in the prayer room, as people may come once, encounter the Lord, and decide they want to come back!

 

Q.
Can other people show up if someone else already signed up for a slot?

A.
Absolutely! Just encourage people to be sensitive to those who are already in the room praying.

 

Q.
Can you bring an instrument?

A.
Again, absolutely! It is also strongly suggested that you have a CD player with a variety of worship music available in the prayer room. If possible, have a keyboard and/or bongo drums available as well. 
 

Q.
What is the format for the prayer house?  Can we pray aloud, or does it have to be quiet?

A.
The format can be whatever you determine it to be. You can have predetermined times of quiet prayer or organized sets that include a worship team and prayer leader or anything in between. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide the prayer times.

 

Q.
Is there a focus or a theme for the prayer time?

A.
The focus for AZ Pray is to see the Church united in prayer for revival in Arizona; however, we also desire to give freedom to the Holy Spirit to direct prayer to whatever is on the heart of God at the moment. Revival breaks out among us when the focus of our prayer time becomes simply to enter into the presence of God and to be transformed by that intimate relationship with Him.

Q. 
What should the prayer room be like?

A.
Seek the Lord and ask Him for a plan for your room! One of the keys is to provide a creative environment that promotes prayer and worship. 

 

“It Started with ONE Hour!”—

Testimonies from Prayer Room Participants
"I've never been in a place where there's so much...GOD."   

- Micah, a college student

“I am so thankful that we can all get together and pray.  It’s so cool to have so many people from different backgrounds and different walks of life come together to love on Jesus and each other...I almost feel too blessed if that makes any sense!”

- Kristen, a college student

“At the 'Prayer Room', I benefit from the consistency of getting together with God most weekdays. In this place, I often notice God's presence still lingering strong from prior prayer sessions. With this added consistency, refinement happened. Much prayer time was spent face down. Repenting. Admitting need for more refinement…I learned that some of the most precious times with the Lord are late night during the night watches.”

- Paul, Boeing

“Our church was hugely affected by 24 hour prayer at ASU. My wife and I covered the 2:00 - 4:00 am shift M-F so revival could come to ASU. We never expected that our church would be so blessed in return! We've grown in every way possible. The life in our church has increased. We've seen so many lives changed dramatically just since the last semester and it keeps on going! God is awesome. Prayer tears down the strongholds so that ministry happens.”

- Peter, a local pastor

"Every day has just been incredible. God's provision has been so evident; His hand so apparent. I have watched people rejoice in worship, cry in desperation, and fall to their knees in humility. I've watched people come back, day after day, night after night, hungry for the presence of our Lord. 

- Christopher, ODF
Taking the Leap

Okay, so I want to do a week of 24 hour prayer… Now, what do I need to do?

1. Seek out favor from leadership / get pastoral approval

· Make sure to ask the right people the right questions in preparation for your 24 prayer time. If you’re holding it at a school, ask the principals and teachers if it’s okay. If at a church, then clear it with the appropriate pastors. If at a coffee house, make sure the manager is okay with this happening. If we’re really serious about asking for God’s presence to come down in a place, we need to ask for the blessing of the authorities. They control what goes on in their building. And, if they permit it to happen, revival may arise under their watch.

· Gather together those who are interested in helping, and do some serious prayer. Make sure the Lord is in this. Pray until you feel a definite “yes” or “no” from the Lord. If you get a “no,” don’t feel discouraged! This may or may not be the right time for this week of 24 hour prayer. However, if you get a definite “yes,” continue on with a fury!

2. Pray about when… Which week of 2008 will you cover?
3. Once you have a particular week in mind, contact AZ Pray

4. Sign up for AZ Pray’s 24-7 Prayer Training

· We are committed as a team to do everything we can to see day and night worship and prayer established in Arizona. We are establishing a training event that will guide you through hosting and administering a season of 24-7. For more information on the training go to www.azpray.com

5. Get a core group

· Gather together a group of people (even if it’s just 2 or 3) who are fully committed to 24-hour prayer. You and your friends will be contending for revival together. They will be your comrades. Pray together often, especially before 24 hour begins. Pray protection over each other and encourage one another to continue fighting. And find lots of time to break bread together.  

6. Pray for God’s protection

· Once you get the okay from the Lord, start praying over 24-hour prayer and everybody involved (including your core group). Remember, Satan does not want this to happen and he will do everything in his power to stop this 24-hour prayer from happening. Do not be discouraged by temporary setbacks. View challenges as a sign that you’re on the right path.

7. Find a place

· The Church is not a building. Prayer can happen anywhere. Whether in a classroom, at a church or in a prison, 24-hour prayer can and has taken place in each of these locales. Be creative. Choose a place that is secure, safe, and can be opened for extended periods of time.  

8. Continue praying

· I should add “continue fasting” to this last bullet. Nothing happens without prayer and fasting. If we are truly serious about seeing the Lord move around us, we must be serious in our preparation. All of these previous steps are secondary to the necessity of actual prayer and fasting. So, fellow 24-hour prayer leader, pray and pray much. Pray in the quiet places of your home. Pray when nobody is watching. Ask the God of all creation to visit you and your 24-hour prayer team. If you seek, ask and knock, you will find, receive and be welcomed.

Want to Get Involved but Maybe Your Church or Ministry isn’t Ready to Take the Leap?
We are looking for volunteers at all levels! We need:

· Prayers and worshippers who would be willing to cover shifts at various locations

· Worship and Prayer Set Leaders

· Administrative help

· Website support

· Prayer support for the initiative

· Financial support

If you can help in anyway contact volunteer@litethefire.org. On line contributions can also be made at www.litethefire.org or by mail at the address noted below. All donations are tax deductible.

For all other information contact either:

Deb Fritch (602) 670-2667 deb@litethefire.org
Keith Barnes (602) 402-4150 phoenixkeith@gmail.com
AZ Pray is a Prayer Initiative of
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Ministries
Lite the Fire

PO Box 179

13954 W. Waddell Rd. Suite 103

Surprise, AZ 85379-8751

www.litethefire.org
